
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTO Meeting - January 7, 2015 

7:05 Call to Order 

Welcome 

Principal Report  

Mrs. Wanlass is so thrilled about the technology bond passing. Teachers are getting Everyday Math 
training to accompany the new materials and online materials 

Teachers are incorporating more online components and students are now able to access new Everyday 
Math online resources.  

There have been new Everyday Math updates with the Common Core over the past two years and 
teachers are getting caught up on the exciting changes.  

Students can access online tools, problem solving activities, games, home links, tutorials, etc. that are all 
aligned with the Common Core.  

2 ways we are hitting the ground running with the new technology:  

1) Everyday Math updated training and online resources  

2) Project based learning online resources  

Thank you for Santa Secret Shop, Original Works, etc.  

Hutchings had our external review and the district received accreditation. We had a wonderful report 
from the review team. They always give schools items to work on. So the district will be meeting with 
schools in Howell to continue to improve in every way possible.  

A school improvement committee has been meeting and will continue to meet to keep moving our 
district forward.  

MSTEP scores are out and parents are getting instructions on how to view them.  

myschooldata.com - You can view our scores across the county, etc.  

Teacher Spotlight Mrs. VanBlaricum and Mrs. Reis  

Thank you (PTO) for the books and teacher luncheon! 

Mr. Adam is wondering if PTO will be paying for field day again this year. Yes, PTO is planning on funding 
field day. The field day budget is $1,000.  

Field Day - May 31st (Make up day June 1st) 

Mrs. VanBlaricum/Lower Elementary Report 

Project Based Learning (Across the curriculum) Focus on HOW TO Students come up with questions, 
conduct interviews, includes the 5 senses, utilize source texts, students make presentations, read mentor 
texts. 

You may have seen the teacher interviews in the hallway as an example of these projects.  

There is a home school connection component.  



There are 4 units that can be rotated between classrooms.  

Mrs. Reis/Upper Elementary Report 

Teachers can use technology with these cross-curricular kits.  

The upper elementary project based learning focuses on current events, problem solving,  

There are articles, videos to watch, resources including various stimulus resources.  

Students are using google classroom to work on these projects.  

These are high interest topics.  

This is a great way for teachers to integrate cross curricular learning.  

$400 for a school subscription  

Students are able to access different pieces of evidence and provide proof for their reasoning.  

GOOGLE CLASSROOM - Hutchings teachers are using this resource. Students have emails and 
passwords that will carry them through high school. With the code, students can join any class.  

Teachers can do informal assessment, survey students, communicate with teachers, complete homework 
assignments at home.  

Students can respond to posts with teacher moderation.  

Since the technology bond passed, teachers will have more and more opportunities to use this resource.  

Officer Reports  

a. Treasurer  

Box Tops Earned $137 (Box tops competition going on now) Original Works Earned $2,900+, Santa 
Secret Shop Earned $855 School Store Ahead $124.36 (getting a bill soon though) Misc Category (went 
slightly over budget) 

b. President 

Committee Reports 

a. 501 c 3 update - Huge undertaking...Applied for it. Karen and Tammy have been working on it and it 
will be approved soon.  

We had to file with the state first and then the IRS. It has been approved for the state so we expect to get 
the final approval soon. This will allow us to purchase things tax free moving forward and allow tax 
deductions.  

Moving forward we will have to be more thorough with additional checks and balances requiring more 
itemized reports, purposes for spending, etc. When teachers want funding for something, a presentation 
will need to be made to the PTO so that we can keep better records.  

The person requesting the money from the school will need to do the research, provide documentation, 
so that we can keep our books in good shape in the event of an audit. 

b. Original works wrap up 

Thank you to Cathy Wildman and Tracy Horvath for doing an amazing job with Original Works.  

c. Santa shop wrap up  

Thank you to Kristina and Heather for all the work put into Santa Secret shop.  



Next year we will look at keeping Santa Shop open during the Hutchings choir night next year if Mrs. 
Shultz continues to do the choir.  

Jodi Nemeth suggested that we look at using a local $1 store as some schools in the area have done for 
gifts in the future. We would make a larger profit. We will consider this idea for the future.  

d. Skye Zone 1/13, 4/13 

e. Family events If anyone has ideas or questions, please contact PTO 

- Family science nights, muffins and donuts with parents, etc.  

f. Carnival 2/26, make-up 3/4  

Becky and Leya are co-chairing carnival. Food - pizza, pop, water Auctions Inflatables - stick with 3 
Games Classrooms Photo booth (not doing it this year) 

Lindsay: Note to teachers about the silent auction and what they would like to volunteer AND if they 
would be willing to open their classroom for a game.  

g. Spring book fair dates? Coming up in March (dates TBA) 

h. Staff appreciation, week of 5/2 Angela Putkela Volunteered to chair teacher appreciation week 

i. Field day 5/31, make-up, 6/1 

New Business  

We are going to meet our budget this year! Yay!  

A 5 question survey will be sent out to teachers requesting feedback on how the money will be spent.  

Other suggestions:  

- Adding in term limits in bi-laws 
- Money should be spent that we have in the budget rather than carrying it over again and again 

Call to Public 

Meeting Ended: 8:50 p.m.  

Next Meeting February 4 @ 7pm 
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